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was told that black women had little chance. 
Her father also discouraged her at first, say-
ing that lawyers had to deal ‘‘with the most 
unpleasant and sometimes the grossest kind 
of human behavior.’’ 

But Mr. Bolin did not know she had al-
ready been admitted to Yale Law School, 
and he eventually agreed to her career 
choice. 

At Yale, Ms. Bolin was one of three women 
in her class and the only black person. In an 
interview with The New York Times in 1993, 
she said that a few Southerners at the law 
school had taken pleasure in letting the 
swinging classroom doors hit her in the face. 
One of those Southerners later became ac-
tive in the American Bar Association and in-
vited her to speak before his bar group in 
Texas. She declined. 

After graduation, she practiced for a short 
time with her father in Poughkeepsie. She 
then married a lawyer, Ralph E. Mizelle, and 
the two practiced in New York. He died in 
1943. In 1950, she married Walter P. Offutt 
Jr., a minister; he died in 1974. In addition to 
her son, she is survived by a granddaughter 
and a great-granddaughter. 

In 1937, six years after her graduation from 
Yale, she applied for a position in the New 
York City corporation counsel’s office. An 
assistant there was initially dismissive, but 
the counsel, Paul Windell, walked into the 
office and hired her on the spot. She was as-
signed to Domestic Relations Court, re-
named Family Court in 1962. 

On July 22, 1939, she was told that Mayor 
La Guardia wanted to see her at the New 
York City building at the World’s Fair, 
which had just opened. She worried that she 
was going to be reprimanded. Instead, she 
was sworn in as a judge. The ceremony made 
news around the world. 

In an interview with The New York World- 
Telegram the next day, she said she hoped to 
show ‘‘a broad sympathy for human suf-
fering,’’ adding, ‘‘I’ll see enough of it.’’ 

Her cases included homicides and other 
crimes committed by juveniles; nonsupport 
of wives and children; battered spouses; ne-
glected children; children in need of super-
vision; adoptions; and paternity suits. She 
chose not to wear judicial robes in order to 
make children feel more comfortable. 

She was reappointed to 10-year terms by 
Mayors William O’Dwyer, Robert F. Wagner 
Jr. and John V. Lindsay. When she resigned 
in December 1978 because she had reached 
the mandatory retirement age of 70, she 
complained, ‘‘They’re kicking me out.’’ 

After her retirement, she was a volunteer 
reading instructor in New York City public 
schools for two years, and was appointed to 
the Regents Review Committee of the New 
York State Board of Regents. 

She was outspoken on civil rights issues of 
many kinds. When she returned to her home-
town of Poughkeepsie in 1944 as a judge and 
something of a local heroine, she pointed out 
that the city government, schools and hos-
pitals remained segregated. 

‘‘Poughkeepsie is fascist to the extent of 
deluding itself that there is superiority 
among human beings by reasons solely of 
color, race or religion,’’ she said in an inter-
view with The Poughkeepsie New Yorker. 

In 1958, speaking on women’s rights, she 
said, ‘‘We have to fight every inch of the way 
and in the face of sometimes insufferable hu-
miliations.’’ 
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Mr. HERGER. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to join my fellow Californian in intro-
ducing the Homeownership for America’s Vet-
erans Act. This bill proposes to make an im-
portant change to our Nation’s tax laws in 
order to assist thousands of veterans, in the 
State of California and elsewhere, realize the 
American dream of owning their own home. 

Currently, a provision in the federal tax code 
allows states to issue tax-preferred Qualified 
Veterans Mortgage Bonds, or QVMBs, to pro-
vide favorable financing on home mortgages 
for certain veterans. In California, these bonds 
are used to help provide low-cost mortgages 
through the California Department of Veterans 
Affairs, or Cal-Vet, home loan program. 

As written in the tax code, two of the five 
states that use QVMBs, California and Texas, 
are prohibited from using this bond-generated 
revenue to provide mortgages to veterans who 
entered military service after 1977. Obviously, 
this significantly limits the usefulness of these 
bonds to provide mortgages to subsequent 
generations of military servicemen and 
women. In fact, according to Cal-Vet’s own es-
timations, only 4.1 percent of California’s total 
veteran population is eligible for home loans fi-
nanced through QVMBs. 

I want to thank my California colleague, 
Congresswoman SUSAN DAVIS, for her work 
on this important legislation. Like her, I believe 
it is important for us to open this bonding au-
thority to allow QVMBs to be used to support 
home loans for more recent members of the 
armed forces, who have served our country so 
ably and with such determination. I look for-
ward to continuing to work on this issue, and 
am pleased this bill has the strong support of 
California’s veteran community, Governor Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger, and the California De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. 
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Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
in strong support of H.R. 6, the Creating Long- 
Term Energy Alternatives for the Nation— 
CLEAN Energy—Act. At a time of record prof-
its for the oil and gas industry, H.R. 6 repeals 
many incentives that I have not supported 
over the years and it takes a vital first step in 
bringing the energy policies of the United 
States into the 21st century. By recouping 
Federal revenues through the repeal of nearly 
$13 billion in subsidies and tax breaks to oil 
and gas companies, H.R. 6 appropriately dedi-
cates this revenue to create a research and 
development fund for renewable energy 
sources including solar and wind energy, alter-
native fuels like ethanol and biodiesel, effi-
ciency efforts, and conservation incentives. 

H.R. 6 rightly creates an incentive for off-
shore fuel producers to renegotiate leases 
issued in the late 1990s; an error that has not 
yet been corrected, which allowed companies 
to skirt royalty payments because no price 
threshold was included in lease agreements. It 
also repeals provisions that authorize addi-
tional royalty relief, as well as two tax breaks 
benefiting oil companies. This is not a tax in-
crease as some may lead you to believe, it is 
sensible governing. I opposed legislation au-
thorizing the subsidies in the first place and 
this is why I strongly support directing this 
money towards conservation and investment 
in the development in alternative sources of 
energy. 

Continued and increased investment in re-
newable and alternative fuels, efficiency, and 
conservation domestically is critical to severing 
the United States’ dependence on fossil fuels, 
which has been linked to national security 
concerns as well as significant environmental 
harm, including global warming pollution. 

With the negative impacts of climate change 
on the security, economy, environment and 
health in our Nation and around the world 
abundantly clear, we can no longer delay in 
implementing policies to address the dam-
aging effects of carbon dioxide in the atmos-
phere. We also need to set reasonable CAFE 
standards, which I believe are both achievable 
and valuable to a good energy policy. 

I remain committed to broadening the en-
ergy debate to sound and balanced proposals 
to meeting America’s energy needs—while still 
acting as a steward of the environment. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in support of H.R. 6. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MESQUITE CHAM-
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Mr. HENSARLING. Madam. Speaker, I rise 
on behalf of my constituents in Mesquite, 
Texas, to recognize the Mesquite Chamber of 
Commerce on its 50th Anniversary. Tonight, 
we will celebrate this profound accomplish-
ment at the 28th Annual Chamber of Com-
merce Banquet in Mesquite. 

The Mesquite Chamber of Commerce was 
founded in 1956. The first group of business-
men who comprised the Chamber made the 
decision to incorporate what had previously 
been known as the ‘‘Mesquite Merchants’ As-
sociation.’’ 

For the past 50 years, the Mesquite Cham-
ber of Commerce has worked to improve the 
City of Mesquite by promoting the free enter-
prise system and developing the community. 
Through their hard work and sense of civic 
pride and duty, the membership of the Mes-
quite Chamber of Commerce has helped 
make Mesquite a wonderful place to live and 
work for the past half century. 

I offer my congratulations to the general 
membership, past and present, along with the 
current Board of Directors, who will lead the 
Chamber into the next 50 years of success. 
This year’s Board of Directors Officers include: 
Todd Price; Greg Losher; Robert Bowmer; 
John Bass; Gary Bingham; Cathy Rideout; 
Sharon Hoskin; and Mark Miller. I would also 
like to recognize President Terry McCullar. 
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